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VICE-ADMIRALTY COURT. 

Whitehall, March y e 16 th , 170J. 
S r 

Being directed by an order of Council to send to y e Governors 
of her Matys plantacons for an ace* whether the Courts of admi- 
ralty there are established by vertue of the power given them by 
the commission they receive from y e Lords Comm rs of the admiralty 
or by vertue of a Clause under the great seal of England impower- 
ing them to erect the s a Courts of admiralty; we send you here 
inclosed a copy of the said order that you may thereby understand 
the ground of the enquiry, and accordingly return to us the ac- 
count demanded with relation to her Maj tles Colony & Dominion of 
Virginia under yo r Governm'. So we bid you heartily farewell. 
Yo r very loving friends 

Stamford W m Blathwayt 

Lexington Jn° Pollexfen 

Ph: Meadows Matt Prior. 

In obedience to an order of his Ex ey in Council, we have con- 
sidered the establishment of the Vice Admiralty Court in this her 
Matys Colony & Dominion of Virg a & do find that the s a Court of 
Vice admiralty was established here by Cominisssion granted to 
Edw d Hill Esq r Judge of the s a Court from his Ex<* S r Edm 4 
Andross Kn* his late Maj ties Lieu' & Gov r Gen 11 of Virg a under his 
hand & seal dated y e 8 th day of March 1697 by vertue of a Com- 
mission directed to the s d S r Edm d Andros from under y e great seal 
of the high Court of Admiralty of England dated y e 26 tL day of 

June 1697 w ch is humbly reported by 

W m Leigh 

July 15 th 1702. Miles Cary. 



THE OHIO COMPANY. 
By Col. Thomas H. Ellis. 
Washington Irving, in his Life of Washington, referring to 
the conflicting claims of the English over the French to all that 
region west of the Alleghany Mountains extending from the Lakes 
to the Ohio River, and embracing the tributaries of that river, says 
that a number of the most intelligent and enterprising men of 
Virginia and Maryland united in a scheme, the object of which 
was to participate in the valuable trade with the Indians of that 
region, as well as to obtain a foothold for the English and further 
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the establishment of a colony or colonies therein. With this view 
they formed an association, which was chartered in the year 1749, 
and to which a grant of five hundred thousand acres of land was 
made west of the Alleghanies, between the Monongahela and 
Kanawha Rivers, though part of the land might be taken up north 
of the Ohio, should it be deemed expedient. The company were 
to pay no quit-rent for ten years, but they were to select two- 
fifths of their land immediately; to settle one hundred families 
upon them within seven years; to build a fort at their own ex- 
pense, and maintain a sufficient garrison in it for defence against 
the Indians. 

Mr. Thomas Lee, president of the council of Virginia, took the 
lead in the concerns of the company at the outset, and by many 
has been considered its founder. On his death, which occurred 
soon after, Lawrence Washington had the chief management. 
His enlightened mind and liberal spirit shone forth in its earliest 
arrangements, one of which was, that as soon as their grant should 
be perfected they were to send to Rotterdam for foreign Pro- 
testants. Goods were imported from England suited to the In- 
dian trade; and rewards were promised to veteran warriors and 
hunters among the natives acquainted with the woods and moun- 
tains, for the best route to the Ohio. Besides, they dispatched an 
agent to explore the lands upon the Ohio and its branches as low 
as the Great Falls, and to take note of their fitness for cultivation, 
of the passes of the mountains, the courses and bearings of the 
rivers, and the strength and disposition of the native tribes. The 
man chosen for this purpose was Christopher Gist, a hardy pioneer, 
experienced in woodcraft and Indian life, who had his home on the 
banks of the Yadkin, near the boundary line of Virginia and North 
Carolina. He set out on the 31st of October, 1749, and rejoined 
his family, who in the meantime had been driven from their home 
by hostile Indians, in the latter part of the following May. 

The oldest list of the members of the Ohio Company, found by 
Mr. M. M. Jones, of Utica, New York, is as follows: John 
Hanbury, Thomas Lee, Thomas Nelson, Thomas Cresap, Wil- 
liam Thornton, William Nimmo, Daniel Cresap, John Carlisle, 
Lawrence Washington, Augustine Washington, George Fairfax, 
Jacob Giles, Nathaniel Chapman, James Wardrop, John Tayloe, 
Presley Thornton, Philip Ludwell Lee, Gawin Corbin, Rev. James 
Scott. The company was limited to twenty subscribers, and the 
capital subscribed was £4,000. 
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These gentlemen were all residents of Virginia and Maryland 
except Mr. Hanbury, a London merchant, who was constituted 
their agent for petitioning the king. His petition was acted upon 
by the king in council, March 16, 1749, granting the request of 
the petitioners. 

At a later day, George Mason and Governor Eobert Dinwiddie 
became members of the company. Eventually, the Ohio Company 
was merged in the Grand Company, whose interests were repre- 
sented in London by a committee, one of whom waa Benjamin 
lYanklin. 

This company, however, is not to be confounded with the 
" Ohio Company of Associates," with which Manasseh Cutler and 
Winthrop Sergeant were connected, and which obtained from 
Congress, in 1792, the confirmation of a contract which they had 
entered into with the Board of Treasury for the United States of 
America, in the year 1787, for one million five hundred acres of 
land, situated northwest of the Ohio Biver, as described in the 
contract. The latter association was formed by officers of the 
Bevolutionary army for the purpose of having their lands located 
together. 



MABYLAND NOTES. 

Furnished bt Judge Henby H. Goldsbokough. 

{Seepage 47.) 
A general Assembly begun and held at the town of St. Mary's in 
St. Mary's county on Saturday, the 6 th day of April, 1650, and 
ended on Monday, the 29 th day of April, 1650: 

XJppeb House or Assembly. 

1. His Excellency William Stone (formerly of Northampton 
county, Virginia, but now of St. Michael's hundred, in St. Mary's 
county), Lieutenant-General, Governor and presiding officer of the 
Upper House, and commissioned August 12, 1648. 

2. Hon. Thomas Greene, of St. Mary's hundred, in St. Mary's 
county, 1 st commissioned January 18, 1638, and August 6, 1650, 
dismissed from public offices by Cecilius Calvert. 

3. Hon. Thomas Hatton, of St. Mary's hundred, in St. Mary's 
county. 1 st commissioned August 12, 1648. 

4. Hon. Eobert Clarke, of St. Mary's hundred, in St. Mary's 
county. I st commissioned April 11, 1650. 



